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^^etnam  off  religious  violators  listing 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  iWe 


asCPCs 


CFC  to 
be  mm 


froai  « 


Ine  first 


BMnIs  to 


practkmg  or  penuttin^  putiadarly 
severe  rwatiows  of  lefigioMS  freedom. 


be  done,  Vietnam  can  no  longer  be  iden¬ 
tified  «s  a  seene  rioUior  of  retmious 
treeoom  as  aenneo  unocr  Mocrai  law^ 
said  John  Hanford,  the  UJSl  ambassador 
at  large  for  leiKinatkmal  refigious  fiee- 
dom.  nHis  marts  the  first  time  diat  a 
55L*  *  ^*^*'^^*  I  oountrr  has  made  sofikient  progress  as 
DAiyrrC^^I  a  iesnhii,^tolHnatic  engagement  to  be 

0/\|:'li0l0l  ieiK3!nSEa%a>ClS[^«eTiew 


this  as  a  eerr  important  aadestone.* 

The  US.  Comaaisinon  on  international 
Refigkms  Freedom  (USORFX  a  nine- 
member  panel  ertBbliVhed  by  a  199B  law 
to  adeiat  the  White  Honae  aM  Congress 
had  arged  Rke  only  a  week  before  the 
announcement  qf  the  latest  C3*Cs  to  keep 
dto  coaanmnist  coantry  on  the  lisL 
Commission  Chair  Felice  Gaar 
acknowledged  to  Rice  in  a  Noe  6  letter 
the  Vietnamese  goeeraaaent  had  made 
**sooae  pnsitr'f  steps*  bat  told  her  that 


tolotti 


.Christ  wih  cuatomeR. 
ly  memben,  (BP  photo) 


m 

CNCO  OCCR 


— of  faith  continue,  as  do  USCIRF  commissioner.  He  iotned  six 
resliiofioas  on  and  harassaaent  ^  aB  of  other  human  rights  leaders  in  a  Nov.  13 
VtrmaM*<fc«ihuM»  wrljrinM^  n—wmiiirs**  letter  asking  Pwsidenl  Bush  to  include 
Gmr  said.  "AlllKsewases  occur  less  fi^  US.  human  rights  leaders  m  his  delega- 
<|aenlly  thmi  in  liw  pask  hoarevec  there  tion  to  Vietnam  for  the  APEC  meeting  and 
reaaain  aeveae  *«■»**"«*  in  al  these  areas.*  to  continue  to  press  the  Vietnamese  gov- 
Gaer  also  told  Rice  dropping  the  CPC  ernment  to  "respect  religious  ficedom.* 
riengwation  would  "remove  an  iaac^  A  ioint  statement  faom  the  Vietnamese 
tant  and  poaifive  incentive  that  has  »im-  and  US  govenanents  after  a  Nov.  17  meet- 
iilatrd  US-Vietaaasese  discuaaions  on  ing  between  Bush  and  Wetnam  President 
w^li|pn—K  fwp»<tnui  ~  b^uyen  KGuh  lUet  said  the  Amcfacanpres- 


only  a 


abo  urged  Rke  to  residing  religious  fiberty.  mid  the  lead- 
toutiefimonsHMtty  ers  ayeed  the  human  ridMs  dialogue 
the  Asia-Pacffic  should  be  coanpichensive.  iKere  was  no 
(APBO  meeting  hst  indication  Bush  had  human  ri^ts  lead- 


attended  by  US  Resident  George  W  Bush.  Bush  advocated  religious  freedom 

la  defending  the  Slate  Department's  after  his  wife  Laura  and  he  attended 
dedsron  at  a  Nire  13  Hanford  brie^  a  Nov.  19  worship  service  at  Cua 

said  Vietnam  had  enacted  laws  agmnst  Bac  Cathedral  in  Hatwi. 
coerced  lenunciatioeis  since  200i  and  He  desertoed  the  "freedom  to  worship 

there  are  only  isolated  reports  of  such  acts,  as  you  see  fil^  as  the  basic  fiberty.  *K|re 
iVotcetonts  and  Roman  CadtoBcs  have  him  is  that  people  aO  across  the  world 
reported  improved  circnmsiances  in  wiD  be  able  to  express  (refigkMts  free 
Vietnaaa.  ana  soaae  groups  that  previ-  domL*  Bush  said.  ^And  it's  our  way  of 
onsly  were  outtowed  have  gamed  the  expressing  our  person^  faith  and.  at  the 
faeeMn  to  penctioe  their  befims,  he  said,  same  time,  urgaw  societies  to  feel  com- 
"Deirign  Aon  as  a  CPC  is  not  and  must  tortable  with  and  confident  in  saying  to 
ml  srniw  be  an  cnercise  in  ttaaring  and  their  people.  If  you  feel  like  praismg 
shaming,^  Hanford  said.  "The  purpose  of  God.  you're  aOow^  to  do  so  in  any  way 
deirigniwow  as  to  sigrwl  to  a  comitty  diat  yon  see  fit.** 

Bhis  severe  prnbhmT  related  to  re%tous  Uabekistan  gained  mchmion  on  the 
faeedom  thet  need  to  be  addressed.  And  CPC  fist  after  mcrensing  its  restrictions 
ft’s  also  a  rigaal  that  the  United  States  on  rrtigwus  expression.  Hanford  said, 
wants  to  won  with  that  country  to  he^  *The  anendy  extremely  reshictive  rrti- 
overoome  thoae  probleBBs.*  gion  law  has  been  further  tig)itened.con- 

Rkhard  Land.  presidefB  of  the  giegations  have  been  harassed  and 

^OMMIR  SWCBt  cniiCS  WL  NHUDORS  CKRBSKnO  MM  UMS  MMI  On* 


Nov.  7:  more  than  meets  the  eye 


ents  receive  notificaticHt  before  tfteir 
minor  child  has  an  abortion.  California 
and  Oregon  also  voted  down  parental 
nc^ificat^  laws  by  wide  margins. 

In  Missouri,  voters  narrowly 
approved  an  initiative  to  fund  stem  c^ 
research  and  therapeutic  donir^  after  a 


11  the  dust  has  now  settled  from  the 
ugly  November  7  elections,  and  dte 


d,  ^pundits  are  eager  to  tell  us  how  it 
turned  out  and  who  was  turned  out  and 
what  the  change  of  power  in  Washington, 
D.C,  really  means.  Virtually  all  the  talk 
on  all  the  networks  all  the  tune  has  dealt 
with  the  Democrats  taking  over  Congress 
for  the  first  tinte  in  14  years,  replete  of 
course  with  predictable  predictions  on 
what's  going  to  happen  when  the  new 
Cor^ess  convenes  in  January. 

■  iMre  were  many  more 
issues  across  the  country  relat¬ 
ed  to  the  voting  on  November 

_ 7,  but  we  haven't  heard  duit 

mudi  about  those  items  from 
the  major  ruitional  news  media 
outlets,  which  continue  to  view 
Just  about  everydiing  throu^  a 


Editor's 

Notebook 


nation- 


I  Gambling  votes  on  November  7  were 
a  mixed  bag,  witfi  tfuee  victwies  few  anti- 
gambling  forces  and  two  defeats.  In 
CAiio,  Issue  33  that  would  have  allowed 
31,500  slot  machines  at  nine  sites  lost  by 
South  Carolina  (78%-22%),  South  Dakota  56%-44%.  In  Rhode  Island,  voters  turned 
(52%-48%X  Tennessee  (80%-20%X  Viigiiua  down  a  proposed  casino  in  West  Warwidc  to 
(57%-43%X  and  Wiscor^  (59%-41%X  be  operated^  a  local  Native  American  tribe 
Arizema's  proposed  constitutional  and  Harrah's  wtertainment.  Nebraska  voters 
amendment  deming  marriage  yvas  the  dedined  to  allow  dectronic  keno,  alfoough 
only  loss  of  die  day  fol%-49%T,  but  under  the  state  already  allows  keno  on  paper. 
Arizona  law  the  amendment's  supporters  However,  South  Dakota  rejected  a 
can  try  again  in  2008.  repeal  of  video  lottery  in  that  state,  and 

Mississippi  is  among  the  states  that  had  Arkansans  approved  Constitutional 
already  passed  a  constitutional  amend-  Amendment  I,  which  lifts  the  ban  on  char- 
ment  CKfming  marriage.  The  total  of  states  itable  bingo  and  raffle  games  in  the  state, 
widi  amendments  now  stands  at  27.  As  one  can  readily  see,  there  was  a  lot 

Colorado  also  turned  back  Referendum  more  to  the  November  7  elections  that  was 
1,  vriuch  would  have  legalized  domestic  not  reported  —  or  minimally  reported  — 
partnerships  for  same-sex  couples,  by  a  by  Big  Media.  These  were  not  small  issues. 
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It  seems  almost  trite  to  say, 
"Rosie  O'Donnell  has  done 
it  again." 

She^  insulted  the  collective 
intelligenoe  of  Americans  a  num¬ 
ber  of  times  (at  least  four)  since 
she  ennerged  as  a  co-h^  on 
ABCsTheview,  and  it  seems  the 
public  has  developed  something 
akin  to  "Rosie  fiitigue."  While 
her  previous  oudanoshness  gar¬ 
nered  wide  press  coverage,  her 
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"quwn  of  nice"  who  was  in 
love  with  Tom  Cruise,  but 
only  as  long  as  she  hosted  her 
own  television  show  and 
worked  in  feature  films. 

After  ending  her  talk  show 
stint,  she  morphed  into  a 
raunchy  standup  comedi¬ 
enne,  drastically  changing  her 
looks  (complete  with  a  mas¬ 
culine  haircut)  and  personali- 
better  ty  (marked  by  foul-mouthed 
Al  and  routines);  now,  she's  back 
>ehav-  again  to  the  presentable  look 
(new  hairdo  and  wardrobe)  of 
like  a  talk  show  host,  although 
make  she's  more  of  a  bully  than  in 
tween  he^ast  daytime  role. 

I  radi-  CTDonnell  is  the  adoptive 
is  too  parent  of  three  children.  Not 
Id  Out  much  is  public  about  her  home 
e  their  life,  except  she  lives  with  a  les¬ 
ion  in  bian  partner.  What  is  clear, 
Zhrist-  though,  is  that  if  she  wants  to 
be  the  mom  in  a  loving  home 
that  fosters  the  best  of  health 
and  growth  for  her  children, 
what  she  needs  most  is  the  rad¬ 
ical  Christianity  she  so  abhors. 
That's  just  my  view. 


we  have  separation  of  church  .  than  other  mothers.  Meanwhile, 
and  state."  evangelical  fathers,  more  than 

Conveniently,  on  the  one  anv  other  group  of  men,  are 
hand  she  uses  terrorists  to  cie-  affectionate  to  tneir  wives  and 
ate  a  negative  caricature  of  children  and  are  more  involved 
Christians  —  but  just  as  conve-  in  their  children's  lives, 
niently,  on  the  omr  hand  ‘she  •  Children  in  ho 
uses  the  imagerv  of  American  ful  Christian  parer 
mothers  and  rathers  to  suggest  ter  scholastically, 
that  terrorists  are  no  threat.  physi^  and  menta 

The  irony  is  diat  research  participate  less  in 
shows  evangelical  moms  and  lor  dun  their  peers 
dads,  those  committed  to  their  Unfortuiutely, 
faith  and  not  just  nominally  OT>onnell  don't  w 
affiliated  with  a  hath  tradition,  an  honest  compari 
make  the  best  parents  and  that  "radkaT  Chrestiani 
children  thrive  in  diese  cal  Idam.  The  coi 
Christian  homes.  A  snapshot  of  stark  in  favor  of  th 
the  researdi  shows:  for  Christ  —  those  \ 

•  Christian  couples  who  teg-  fiudi  by  active  pai 

ularly  attend  church  and  church  and  by  exanr 
actively  practice  dieir  faith  in  like  behavior  in  the 
die  home  are  happier  and  expe-  Instead,  naysayers  about 
rience  divorce  32%  less  than  Christiarnty  like  iCyEfonnell 
secular  couples.  would  radier  ignore  die  facts 

•  Evangelical  mothers  hug  and  argue  the  exceptions  or  the 
and  praise  dieir  children  more  margins  as  the  rule. 
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Nothing  rosy 
on  Rosie's  views 

By  Will  Hall,  executive  editor 
Baptist  Press,  Nashville 
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Lebanon  conflict  leads  to  medical  missions 


i 


SOUTHERN  LEBANON  (BP) 
—  Sherri  Redding  listens  intent¬ 
ly  to  her  stethoscope.  It's  10  a.m., 
and  die  makeshift  Southern 
Bi^itist  medical  dinic  in  sou^ 
em  Lebanon  is  already  buzzing. 
Patients  line  up  outskx  the  clin¬ 
ic's  door  in  plastic  lawn  chairs. 
Inside,  a  haiidful  of  doctors  and 
nurses  are  moving  at  full  tilt. 

Redding  manages  to  tune 
out  the  commotion.  Right  now, 
die  nurse  practitioner  is  focused 
on  the  man  at  the  other  end  of 
her  stethoscope.  His  name  is 
Abdullah  and  m's  complaining 
of  back  pain  and  breathing 
problems.  What  Redding  does¬ 
n't  know  is  diat  while  she  lis¬ 
tens  to  Abdullah's  lungs,  she's 
also  healing  his  heart. 

Redding  is  part  of  a  Southern 
Baptist  mraical  relief  team  min¬ 
istering  to  Lebanese  communi¬ 
ties  ravaged  by  the  recent 
Israel-He2mollah  war.  Abdullah, 
like  many  others,  has  come  to 
die  clinic  because  treatment  is 
free  and  because  there  are  no 
doctors  left  in  his  hometown. 
During  the  war  a  lot  of  peo- 
ie  evacuated  to  Beirut,  even 
left  die  country,"  Redding  said. 
"But  not  everyone  has  come 
bade,  and  diere  are  still  areas 
where  the  [local]  physicians 
haven't  retuiried.  ...^  want  to 
be  there  to  till  die  ^p." 

Most  come  sewing  routine 
medical  care.  The  morning  of 
Abdullah's  visit  die  team  treats 
a  baby  sutiering  from  a  mouth 
fungus,  a  diabetu  woman  with  a 
wound  diafs  slow  to  heal  and  a 
grinning  6-year-old  named 
Ahmed  .  He's  come  so  nurses 
can  dieck  a  row  of  stitdies  on  his 
head.  Bashfully,  Ahmed  explains 
that  a  friend  rat  him  with  a  rock. 

By  nightfall,  die  team  has 
seen  nearly  40  patients. 

Widi  the  fitting  more  than 
two  months  bdiina  diem,  vol¬ 
unteers  haven't  had  to  contend 
with  gunshot  or  shrapnel 
wounds,  trauma  one  might 
expect  in  a  war  zone.  Instead, 
work-related  irquries  are  on  die 
rise  as  rebuilding  efforts  inten¬ 
sify.  One  man  is  treated  for  a  cut 
from  a  jagged  piece  of  rebar; 
anodier  limps  in  after  dropping 
a  concrete  block  on  his  toe. 

Mending  broken  bodies  is 
rally  part  of  the  team's  task  in 
Lebanon.  Despite  dieir  experi¬ 
ence  and  expertise,  medicine 
can  do  rally  so  much  to  make 
their  patients  whole  again. 

Children  shridc  in  terror  at 
the  bcximing  sound  of  soldiers 
detonating  unexploded  bombs. 
Srane  farnuies  have  seen  every- 
diing  they  oivn  reduced  to  rub¬ 
ble.  Many  are  diankful  simply 
to  have  survived  the  war  widv- 
out  losing  a  loved  one.  Others 
are  not  so  fortunate. 

"Their  spirits  are  wounded 
and  they're  very  afraid,"  said 
Elaine  Browa  a  volunteer  nurse 
fiom  a  Souths  Baptist  diurdi 
in  Georgia.  "The  sutiering  is 
just  so  real  it's  hard  to  see,  espe¬ 
cially  the  children. 

"We  heard  so  many  people 
say  over  and  over,  ‘Yle're  u^ 


*  HEALING,  HEPINC  —  Nurse  Cherie  Martin  (center)  helps  dean  and  band^  a  Lebanese  man^  toe  that 
was  cruih^  by  a  conaele  block.  "We're  really  here  to  heal  hearts,  not  bodesy'^id  Martin,  a  volunteer  from 
Apple  Wiley,  Calif.  "I  want  to  share  the  bve  of  my  Savior  and  let  people  know  there  is  ho^"  (BP  photo) 


to  tiiis;  it's  our  way  of  life.'  That 
was  r^y  disturbing  to  me." 

There  is  hope  anud  tiie  dev- 
wtatiori,  however.  Redding  and 
other  Southern  Baptist  relief 
workers  have  witnessed  tirst- 
hand  how  die  Lord  is  using 
tiiem  to  bring  healing  to  tiiis 
war-tom  community. 

"R^t  now  the  ni^cal  needs 
are  not  tiiat  huge,  but  the  qmtu- 
alneedsarei 
realli 

"A  ^  . 

patients  talk  about  feeling 
stressed  —  not  feeling  any  peace. 
It  gives  us  an  opportunity"  to 
provide  real  encouragement 
"We  pray  tiiat  theLc»d  brings 
peoctie  to  tne  dink  whose  hearts 
tfo  nas  already  prepared." 

Wrapping  up  her  exam. 
Redding  hands  Abdullah  a 
blister-pack  of  Pepto-Bismol- 
colorecl  pills  and  a  book  as  a 

S' ft  to  his  family.  Inside  the 
mt  cover  she  writes,  "I  pray 
God  brings  healing  to  your 
body,  peace  to  your  neart  and 
blessings  to  your  family." 

Abdullah's  deep-set  eyes 
betray  he  is  deeply  touched  by 
her  bedside  manner. 

"I've  never  actually  had  any- 
one  listen  to  lungs  before," 
he  tdls  her.  "rve  seen  lots  of 
dextors  and  th^  just  take  my 
pressure  and  tell  me  to  leave. 

"They  don't  actually  listen  to 
me.  I've  never  had  anyone  take 
this  much  time  with  me." 

"Our  spiritual  needs  and  our 
physical  needs  are  inter- 
twuiecL"  Redding  explained. 

"If  someone  is  sick  or  hurt¬ 
ing,  they  may  not  be  able  to 
think  about  their  spiritual 
needs  until  their  physical 
needs  are  met." 


Though  volunteers  weren't 
always  able  to  talk  about  their 
faitii  directly  ti>e  medical  team 
wasn't  short  on  alternative 
means  to  share  the  Good  News. 
Doctors  and  nurses  frequently 
asked  to  pray  witii  patients. 
Sometimes,  shariire  Jesus'  love 
was  as  simple  as  siuiring  a  hug. 
Bro%vn,  a  geriatric  nurse,  recalls 
meeting  an  elderly  woman  who 
visited  tiie  clinic. 

"She  was  so  hungry  for  con¬ 
tact,  to  hugsomebexly,  to  have 
somebody  nug  her  —  to  love 
her.  ^e  latchra  on  to  me  and 
didn't  want  to  let  me  go.  I 
loved  returning  that  hug.  I^ 
dem't  even  know  her  name,  out' 
I  will  never  forget  her  face." 

Opportunities  to  love  oth¬ 
ers  alM  came  outside  the  dex- 
tor-patient  relationship.  When 
the  medical  team's  van  blew  a 
tire.  Brown  was  able  to  share 


hope  with  a  young  man 
named  Nassir  who  helped 
change  it.  Another  day,  the 
wife  of  a  high-ranking 
Lebanese  government  official 
visited  the  clinic.  She  came 
with  an  entourage  of  about  30 
women  to  thaiw  the  volun¬ 
teers  for  their  work. 

Representing  Christ  was¬ 
n't  always  as  easy  as  talking 
with  a  new  friend  or  check¬ 
ing  blood  pressure.  The  med¬ 
ical  team  also  dealt  with  its 
share  *  of  communication 
chaos  and  cultural  faux  pas. 

"It  was  difficult  because  of 
the  language  barrier;  we  did¬ 
n't  always  nave  interpreters," 
Brown  said. 

"If  you're  creative,  there 
are  always  ways  you  can 
[express  love  and  compas¬ 
sion]  through  a  smile  or  a 
motion  or  whatever." 


/  ()(l/\///‘’  luiL'k 


Temple  Church,  Hattiesbun  enters  into  a  long-term  lease  on  53  acres 
of  16tii  section  land  in  Laqiar  County,  with  the  intention  of  expanding  tiie 
ministry  and  having  one  church  in  two  Icxxtions. 


A  32-year-(tid  Liberian  man  admits  to  murdering  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  Libby  Tarlton  Sentei;  47,  and  her  10-year-old  dau^ter  Rachel  after 
Robert  Sentei;  husband  and  father  of  the  victims,  offers  the  man  forgiveness. 


West  Jackson  Church  organizes  Wednesday  night  Nov.  12,  with  D.A. 
McCaU,  executive  secretary  of  tiie  state  convention,  speaking.  J.L.  Sullivan 
is  called  as  pastor.  A  total  of  26  charter  names  are  on  the  chur^  roll,  with 
more  to  be  added  next  Sunday. 
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•.You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  fblloumg  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  adi^t  diat  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forMveness  for  my 
sins  and  freeemm  from  eternal 
death,  (f  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  1  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  receh>ed  him, 
to  them  hegai<e  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  whi^ 
believe  in  his  name.  “  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  toda\4,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


•MrtBri 


The  Widow's  Mite, 

A  Little  Kid's  Cat,  and  You 

While  I  was  standing  on  ■  • 
Highway  90  after  Katrina,  Y  met  H  jl 

a  little  girl's  pastor.  Actually,  we  B  ^  ^ 
were  standing  where  one  side  of  _  ^ 

Highway  90  once  was.  Several  *  a 

men  wHo  obviously  had  been  .  A 

down  there  working  and  help- 
ing  with  the  rescue  and  cleanup 
emirt  were  walking  toward  me. 

One  of  them  stepped  forward  loaded  up,  h< 
with  his  hand  out,  and  as  we  found  more  th 
shook  hands  he  told  me  that  he  They  brought 
was  the  pastor  of  a  church  in  and'muscle  anc 
Florida.  1  asked  him  which  to  use  under  th 
church  and  he  told  me  the  As  the  past 
name.  It  was  a  Presbyterian  the  special  of 
church.  Jokingly  1  said  to  him,  in  his  church  c 
"Well,  you  look  more  like  a  ing,  he  was  c 
Baptist  to  me  than  you  do  a  the  generosity 
Presbyterian."  He  laughed  and  say,  "We  wani 
said,  '^Well,  that  is  because  1  was  girt  to  the  ofl 
rais^  a  Baptist  and  actually  my  moving  to  hii 
ordination  was  in  a  Baptist  of  a  young  el 
church."  Neither  he  nor  I  had  chilcf  in  nis 
time  to  go  into  the  story  of  how  hearing  of  the 
or  why  he  moved  from  his  need  and  the  ( 
Baptist  roots  to  his  Presbyterian  about  to  be  ti 
place  of  service.  1  began  to  shake  until  after  chii 
nands  with  the  men  who  were  parents  that  s 
with  him,  and  standing  dieie  in  nome  and  g< 
the  middle  of  what  was  once  a  They  explair 
highway  aiKl  was  now  sand,  we  they  gave  son 
taiKed,  agonized,  and  then  but  sne  wan 
prayed  togedier.  money.  They 

As  we  visited  I  asked  them  what  money 
where  they  were  workingand  about  until 
what  they  were  doing.  iTieir  them  of  whal 
diurch  had  a  disaster  le^  team,  process  of  doi 
and  right  after  the  storm  they  cat  that  had 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Bapitist  Convention  Board 


wanted  another  cat.  In  an  great  moment  of  giNTng.  If  vou 
effort  to  teach  their  young  would  like  hi  give  to  be  a  Ness- 
daughter  some  vital  prirKiples  ing  hi  folks  whti  are  in  desperate 
in  life  related  to  work,  antici-  need,  we  wekxime  you  to  expe- 
pation,  and  delayed  gratifica-  rience  what  a  littk'  mri  did  over 
tion,  her  parents' had  told  her  in  Rorida.  It  could  ne  that  you 
that  she  would  have  to  save  could  wait  to  buy  your  cat  later 
up  her  money  to  buy  a  feitten  or  you  may  even  discox’er  that 
So  at  every  opportunity  when  you  don't  tn-en  need  the  cat. 
she  got  soHme  money  ^le  was  For  the  next  few  days  and 
putting  it  away  for  tfiat  wonder-  weeks  Southern  Baptists  will  be 
ml  day  when  "she  could  get  her  looking  at,  praying  for,  and  ask- 
own  kitten.  Her  total  savings  so  ing  God  wnat'  He  would  have 
far  was  just  over  $11.  The  parents  them  do  about  the  disaster 
were  <mout  to  experience  some  before  us  —  iK>t  Katrina,  but  a 
amazing,  emotions,  and  their  world  wrapped  in  the  darkness 
child  was  about  to  learn  a  glori-  of  wrong  and  lives  shattered  by 
ous  truth  taught  by  our  Lord,  die  effects  of  sin.  The  Lottie 
The  girl  said  diat  she  wanted  the  Moon  Christmas  Offering  is  a 
peo{W  in  Mississippi,  who  need-  glorious  opportunity  to  give 
ed  so  much,  to  have  her  money  and  bring  b^ms  of  fight,  love, 
and  she  would  wait  until  later  to  and  hope  to  the  peoj^  of  the 
get  her  cat  world.  You  may  oe  able  to  do 

While  our  world  teaches  the  without  a  cat  but  our  world 
principle  of  "Get  and  you  will  cannot  live  without  Jesus.  Bless 
oe  happy,"  Jesus  knew  die  truth  them  and  you  will  be  blessed. 

and  was  the  Tmdi  in  teadiine  - 

"Give  and  you  will  be  happy.^  The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
In  fact  He  said,  "It  is  more  P.O.  Box  530,  JaeJeson.  MS  39205- 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive."  0530.  E-mail:  Jfutral^^mbcb.org. 


a  lowing  pressure  from 

Christian,  JewisK  and  Muslim 
leaders  and  concern  over 
Islamic  terrorist  violence. 
Despite  the  cancellation,  in 
recent  years  homosexual 
activists  in  Israel  have  won 
legal  and  political  battles  that 
activists  in  America  have  not. 

For  instance,  homosexuals 
in  Israel  can  serve  openlv  in 
the  military.  America  s  "don't 
ask,  don’t"  tell"  policy  pre¬ 
vents  such  open  service,  with 
U.S.  military  leaders  saying 
open  service  would  harm 
morale  and  aihesion. 

—  Jerusalem  claims  the  hearts  of  Jews, 

-ouft  from  issuing  a  mling  that  recognizes  “V  uaoar^a,  piesK^t 

coun.^..BPphS.)  _ ^ 

I  the  So  there  is  more  smuggle  ahead  Baptist  Press.  "America  may 
the  to  win  the  r^it  to  have  dvfl  oer-  have  to  stand  akme,  but  we 
Joed,  emonies  in  &aeL  But  today  we  stand  alone  in  a  lot  of  things." 
s  ...  can  see  there  is  momentum  in  The  Israel  ruling,  LaBaroera 
imily  the  ri^  direction."  ^  said,  is  another  example  of 

The  United  States  has  a  law  how  homosexual  marriage 
It  by  known  as  the  Defense  of  laws  in  one  locality  can  have  a 
who  Marriage  Act  preventing  die  broad  impact 
oun-  federal  govenunent  feom  rcoo^  "h  is  essential  to  do  evety- 
their  nizing  "gay  marriages^  thing  you  can  to  protect  nnar- 
vad.  Homosexual  activists  hgpe  to  riage  wherever  you  aie  —  in  a 
Sefi  see  it  overtumed  in  court  some-  stale  or  a  rurtion.  Ybu  have  to 
ihav,  day,  but  the  mijor  homosexual  take  piecairtionaiy  measures, 
ed.  groim  have  yet  to  file  suit  say-  Here  in  Illinois,  {marriage 
vaid.  mg  me  legal  timing  isn't  amendment  opponents]  would 

ing*  m  Britun,  a  court  tided  in  teO  ua  already  have  a  law 


Tax-free  distributions  will  yield  eternal  dividends 


l  \  VNUM  l  1  Ml  M  ms  ()»  1  HIS  M  U  I  K.lsl  \1  |()S 


(90(H  page^  PPA  2006  provioes  taxpayers  with 
fresh  opportunities  to  channel  resources  toward 
charitable  causes.  Perhaps  the  feature  of  this  new 
law  that  has  garnered  the  most  attention  is  dw 
rollover  provision  for  Individual  Retirement 
Accounts  (iRAs). 

In  diort  the  IRA  rollover  providon  permits  indi- 
vkluab  who  are  70  */2  or  olckr  the  opportunity  to 
exclude  from  groK  income  up  to  SlOOrWO  of  omer- 
vrise  taxable  distributions  horn  IRA  when  such 
funds  are  contributed  directly  to  a  qualified  charity. 
Thus^  PPA  eruMes  Mississippi  Baptists  to  utilixe 
dieir  IRAs  to  offer  finandd  support  to  Baptist  min¬ 
istries  without  incurring'advei^  tax  consequeiK^ 
Aldwu^  the  IRA  oWner/doiKir  receives  nodiarita- 
ble  iiKome  tax  deduction  on  the  distribution,  the 
docKK  does  receive  credit  toward  their  required  min¬ 
imum  distribution  by  contributing  funds  fiom  their 
IRA  to  a  Qualified  diariW. 

Exam^es  of  qualified  charities  would  be  church¬ 
es,  asso<Mtions  of  churdies,  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention,  all  of  our  Baptiid  institutions  and  agen¬ 
cies  (Baptist  colleges,  Mptist  Children's  VUbge, 
etc.)  ana  ministries  associated  with  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (IMB,  NAMB.  seminaries,  etc.). 
In  addition,  distributions  to  one  or  more  of  diese 
ministries  throu^  an  endowment  established  with 
the  Mississippi  M^ist  Foundation  would  qualify 
under  the  Penaon  nrotectibn  Act. 


As  you  e^ore  die  possibility  of  funding  charita¬ 
ble  mmistries  ivith  proceeds  from  your  DA.  please 
make  note  that  this  PPA  provision  is  available  for 
2006  and  2007  with  expiration  set  at  December  31, 
2007.  Should  you  have  any  questions  regarding  this 
afimroach  to  dwritable  giving  or  desire  to  discuss 
odier  aspects  of  your  estate  fanning  and  steward¬ 
ship  go^  pleaM  f^  free  to  call  me  hBssissippi 
Baptist  Foundation  at  (601)  292-3210  or  email 
dhall9mbcb.org. 

This  material  presents  general  informatkm  and  tiierefore 
does  not  represent  spec^  tax  or  advice. 


IWk.  Mississipfa  BafUist  is  71  ye«s  old  «id  has  an  KA  valued  at  $10a00a  Because  of  In  consuHatton  with  hb  CPA  and  other  advisors,  however,  Mr.  Bapttar 
his  ^  he  B  required  to  receive  taxable  rnMmumdBtrlxjlions  that  are  calculaled  for  him  a  provision  in  the  F^nsion  Protection  Act  of  2006  would  allow  him  to 
by  the  custodian  of  his  KADeaphe  Ms  reqiiiremen(,Mr^  Baptists  other  sources  of  income  rfirectly  to  his  favorite  Baptist  ministries  without  creatirw  ariy  new  I 
are  sufficient  so  he  really  doesrn  rwed  any  adcitional  revenue.  In  adtilion.  he  would  pre-  Inasmuch  as  Mr.  Baptist  ttheadv  had  planned  to  support  Dap|M  work 
fer  not  to  py  tiTgT  on  thnr  drirtnnimTT  In  fart,  hr  vmiH  Yr  ^  ^  >^ill  tie  decided  to  instruct  his  iRA  custodian  to  renw  $1OO,0OO  to  thes 

HytoavoidbolhcunentincometaaesandthepossiMBty  of  Mure  estate  taxes.  Prior  to  the  while  he  is  still  alive.  By  respondirw  to  this  new  legislation  In  a  timely  i 

advent  of  the  f^nskmPNilectiQn  Act  of 2006^  Mr:  Baptist  was  savvy  enough  about  tax  law  Baptist  avoided  taxes  and  accomplished  his  estate  goals  while  also  havir 

to  realiae  that  his  charibfale  deduction  would  be  Krnited  under  the  former  regulatnns.  living  to  see  the  blessings  of  his  Christian  stewardship. 


Gospel  breakthroughs  seen  in  annual  IMB  statistics 

ST.  LOUIS  (BP)  —  Southern  Baptist  missiorMries  The  Jahanka  of  .West  Africa,  for  instance,  number  “But  did  they  staiKl  bade?  No,  they  didn't'stand  back, 

and  their  international  Bigitist  paring  baptized  more  only  about  60,000,  with  fewer  than  20  known  fol-  They  were  eneigized“  even  though  some  were  driven 
than  475,000  new  believeTs  last  yeac  started  nearly  lowers  of  Jesus.  But  they  are  one  of  the  “pivotal  out  of  their  hocn^ 

23,500  churches  and  besan  ^urch  planting  among  104  peoples“  of  the  area,  according  to  IMB  rraioruil  •  baptized  475,072  new  believ^  about  1.300 
people  groups  for  die  fust  time.  leaaer  Randy  Arnett  because  they  are  the  Muslim  each  day  or  one  each  minute.  Baptisms  in  2004  totaled 

Inev  also  planled  chundhes  among  19  people  groups  religious  teachers  who  send  imams  to  the  villages  of  477,123;  2003^  475,541. 
whm  no  Baptist  churches  pieviouriy  existed  —  mdud-  many  other  peoples.  “They  are  the  missionaries;  •involv^neariy510,(]|00newbelieversindisa- 
irwl3peopleswithnoevangelicalchurchesof  any  kind,  they  are  the  solid  Islamic  people  of  West  Africa."  pleship  training,  in  addition  to  more  than  1.1  mil- 
These  numbers  come  from  the  board's  2006  Annual  Aniett  told  IMB  trustees.  lion  existing  church  members  in  discipleslup 

Statistical  Report  compiled  from  statistics  reported  by  A  Southern  Baptist  missionary  couple  livirM  in  a  groups.  Those  are  “solid  indicators  showW  the 
more  than  2.000  separate  entities  —  induaihg  hun-  Jahanka  village  are  wirming  friends.  One  Januika  excitement  and  hunger  for  the  Word  of  G<>d.“ 
dreds  of  mission  teams  assigned  to  reach  ethnic  people  villager  told  a  visitor;  "They  could  have  gone  to  any  Holste  said.  “As  peome  are  introduced  to  the  Bible 
groups,  cities  and  other  population  segments.  Ipeoplel.  but  they  came  to  the  Jahanka.  They  could  and  come  to  know  Oirist,  they  are  baptized  and 

The  report,  covering  calendar  year  2005,  was  have  gone  to  any  village,  but  they  chose  our  village,  nearly  all  are  discipled  in  their  first  year  of 
received  by  IntemationalhGssion  Board  (IMB)  trustees  They  nave  come  wito  a  message  ^from  God,  and  Christian  growth.  For  the  first  time  in  our  r^rting 
durirw  their  1^  board  meetir^  in  St  Louis.  we're  waiting  for  them  to  be  able  lb  speak  our  Ian-  history,  the  number  of  churdi  members  in  cusciple- 

The  report  focuses  on  three  “key  result  areas":  guage  so  we  cim  hear  this  message  toat  they  have  ship  tra^ng  has  risen  above  the  one  million  mark." 
engagement  of  urueached  people  groups  arid  urban  brou^t  to  us."  •  trained  nnoie  than  150,000  Christian  leaders  in 

centers;  a^aiue  toward  churcn-plantir^  movements  •  enga«d  120  urueached  urban  centers,  irKhiding  noiuesidential  settir^  (extension  atwl  correqpmndeiKe 
around  iht  world;  mtd  progress  of  overseas  Bapt^  12  for  ^  first  time.  course,  short-term  courses,  ort-the-Job  training)  and 

partners  in  engigirw  people  groups  atul  startmg  •  started  23^486  churches,  up  from  18,070  in  200^  mote  than  20,000  in  residential  pastoral  programs. 
dYurcIvpUnting  movements-  arul  mote  dian  1Ql600  J'outreach  groups"  (potential  •  worked  widt  1,772  intematiorud  missionaries  sent 

"Eruottirw"  a  people  group  means  more  than  send-  future  churdiesX  That  Arou^t  total  partner  churches  out  by  overseas  Baptist  partrwrs  to  other  people 
irw  mraonuies  or  even  winnir^  people  to  Christ  It  worldwide  to  135,252,  with  a  combined  membership  groups  and  3,400  home  missionaries  reaching  out  to 
irieans  applyirw  chuich-plMitit^  methods  that  eiiable  of  8,8  million,  end  outreach  groups  to  55^723.  -  people  g^ps  within  their  own  countries, 

local  beSevers  to  begmfmislurw  the  task  of  evar^eliz-  In  the  rock-hard  spiritual  gremnd  of  North  Africa  '^luive  a  significant  part  to  play  (as  Soudiem 

ing  their  own  cultutcs.  mkI  the  Middle  East,  fewer  than  100  Baptist  churches  Baptists),  but  die  real  hope  comes  from  partners  around 

Among  the  most  significant  results  for  2005,  were  begw  over  die  past  six  decades,  "fm  here  to  tell  the  world  that  catch  a  vision  of  being  a  part  of  die  Great 
Southern  teptist  nusrionaiies  and  their  partners:  you  thatlast  year  we  saw  101  new  churches,"  regional  Coounission,  and  there's  a  lot  of  dwm  out  diere,"  said 

•  eninreed  a  total  of  L170  people  groups  world-  leader  lohn  Br^  reported.  "These  101  churches  came  Dickie  Ndson,  IMB  regional  leader  for  South  America. 
wicie,  dum-quartersofwhomaiedjesifiedl^aiission  in  die  hardest  ot  fights  anywhere  on  the  fine  of  the  Nelson  >  described  Brazilian  Baptists'  "Radical 
researchers  as  unreached  (less  dusi  2  pcromt  of  the  earth  for  Satan  to  rriease  people  from  darkness  and  Africa"  initiative,  whidi  sends  two-year  missionar- 
population  daimiiw  evangyKcal  Christian  fiithX  allow  dwm  to  cooie  to  li^t"  ~  ies  to  idiallengifm  parts  of  Muslim  West  Africa.  He 

for  dw  first  fine  104  people  grotto^  73  of  One  area  in  northern  Africa  saw  three  diurches  also  highlignteo  the  work  of  "Marie," ’^a  South 
whom  are  urueached.  with  a  cooibinedpopdlafixi  of  multiply  to  nine,  with  122  baptisms.  All  of  those  who  American  medical  mission  worker  serving  in  Nordi 
nearly  100  million.  were  oaptiaed  experienced  persecution,  Brady  said.  Africa  and  dw  Middle  East. 
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1.  The  GAs  ol  Fricadehto 
CSimcii,  Golden  IHanm 
Aeeodatkm,  recenoy 
-  cleaned  Sunday  Schocrf 
rooms  and  brouj^t  offers 
inee  to  a  shimber  party  to 
n&e  OV9  $453  lor  the 
Margaret  Lackey  State 
Misnon  Offering.  Shown 


Bowmanr  Chriasy 
Hannah  StriMing,  Carmen 
Jensen,  and  Marnw 


2.  Lake  Coaao  Churdi,  Ba 
Springs^  recently  crliir.r 


.edit 


Murphy 
CraekOniRh, 
Lontorilla^has 
called  Justin 
WUcher  _  as 
youffi  pastor. 
Vffldier  comes 
from  Laurel 
WkkH  HUte  Church, 
Philadelphia. 
Writer  Simmons,  paalor. 


are  Patrick 
and  pastor  Kevin  Biriiop. 

Flral  Church,  New  Albany; 
gave  $1,079.23  to  Pure 
Water;  Pure  Love.  The 
money  will  be  sent  to  the 
National  WMU  to  be  used 
for  water  filters  for  mis- 
skmaries  and  the  people 
drey  serve.  Shown  are 
Acteens  Katie  AderiMdt, 
Claire  DulL  Sidney  NeaL 
and  lewier  Jaite  Goode. 

tW  GAs  of  Fhat  OuBKh  ol 
Mcunniiv 

reoenifr  entertained  the  core 
gregaoon  wim  a  Conner  me* 
ater  production, 

Thairksgiving,  Being 

Ihankf^  Shown  are  partki- 
tts  Hannah  Hopstein, 


5.  Pastor  Charles  Nril  arrd  his 


L 


s 


3.  hareWMer,  Pmc  Love,  First  Church,  New  Aliaay 


5.  Naff  and  udfe  Soava  Honored.  Hril  Church,  roa worth 


€w  Deacon  OrdhwIioM;  Weal  Laurel  ChurcK  Laurel 


4.  CAi^  nm  Church  Mdaurin 


-I*',:  .■«, » 'V  i’.** '' 


loK  rm  i\i  t  oun 


Shoiim  are  CufoersoiV  Jane 
^Culberson,  Ifrltan,  Iris 
HUtorv  pmtor  Jeff  Ihyloi; 
Erin  Fficl^  and  racks. 

7.  PloMant  »U  Church,  New 
Hrinon,  ordained  Howdl 
Keith  Brymt  as  deacon 
Aug.  20.  shown  are.Bruoe 
Young,  pastor  Philip 
Dougl^  Bryant,  William 
Holmes,  and  Clyde  Brown. 


Fannous  Carl  Crain  Smgers, 
the  Crostforidge  Quartet, 
the  Geeslin  Mothers,  arul 
the  House  Family. 

10.  Grandview  Church,  Pearl, 
wiD  have  a  harwm  ol  the 
green  Dec  %  6a0  pjit,  a 
Qttistmas  cantata  iVc  IQ, 
10:30  ajn.,  artd  a  perfor* 
manoe  by  the  Pearl  FB^ 
School  Chamber  Sfogers 
Dec  l(X6:30pjn. 


8.  Concord  Church,  Benton* 
Tippah  Aaaodalion,  will 
dKDcate  their  Family  Life 
Center  Dec.  3,  4  pan. 
Robert  E  WsDcec  pastor. 

9.  Cedar  View  Church,  Olive 
Wramh,  is  hostirw  a  musi¬ 
cal  trib^  to  pm  Shaw  Dec 
9,  widr  musk  sessione  ak  3 
pan.  arwl  6  arul  dinner 
at  5  p  jn.  L>oups  stogirw 
induM  ,the  Huff  uty 


er  Tracy  Goode  qpoke  at  the 
mrent  which  attracted 
approximately  500  peofdc 

13.  Fiiat  Church,  lackson,  is 
sporaormg  Retlections  on 
a  Celebranot),  a  gatherirtg 
to  hoiK>r  departed  friends 
and  loved  ones,  Dec¬ 
ember  19,  6  p.m.,  in  the 
churdi  diapef. 


Quartet, 


f  aty 
Almost 


11.  Loaf  River  Church,  Pine- 
viUe,  will  have  their  Christ¬ 
mas  cantata  Dec.  17, 6  pm., 
followed  by  a  fellowsl^. 

12.  Bay  Springs  Church,  Bay 
Speiani;  sponsored  a  movie*'' 
n^^  Nov  12,  riummg  the 
movie  FlywheeL  written 
and  produced  by  Sherwood 
Church,  Alumy  Ga.  —  the 
same  dturch  which  pro- 
duced  Fadrrg  die  Giants. 
Actor  and  aamtant  pcoduo 


4n&.u 


AS 
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Kellers  tapped  as  MSC  Missionaries  of  the  Year 


ALPHARETTA*  G*.  (BP)  —  Ted  way  to  dw  ministry  first  as  volunteers 
Keller  had  lust  finished  siring  a  stir*  at  the  truck  stop,  and  they  later  were 
ling  solo  ai  a  community  New  Year's  asked  to  confiront  call  to  leading 
Eve  service  in  1986  when  he  realized  he  die  ministry  full-time, 
was  do^  it  for  all  the  wrong  reasons.  "He  sai^  'I'll  never  do  dut'  but  God 
His  entire  career  in  dturch  music  had  wanted  him  to  and  diaPs  wKm  he  sur- 
been  largely  for  his  own  glory,  he  said,  rendered,"  Tammy  said, 
rather  tnam  God's.  Part  of  dte  monvafion  also  came  from 

Keller's  conviction  was  so  strong  that  family.  Tammy's  fodier  was  a  career 
he  left  the  ministiyentir^  for  about  seven  truck  driver  and  aldo  an  alcoholic  des* 
years — but  he  returned  m  1993;  diis  time  perately  in  need  of  Christ.  A^  on  dw 
aa  a  chaplafo  to  die  trucking  community  night  of  dieir  commissicHung  as  MSC 
from  a  base  at  a  local  truck  ^op.  missicmaries  in  1994,  diey  saw  him 

"God's  given  me  a  burden  for  diese  make  a  life-dianging  profession  of  friidi. 
truck  drivers  diat  drive  all  across  "We  had  truck  dnvers  aiul  people  all 
America,"  Keller  said,  noting  die  33  over  die  country  praying,"  Tamnw  said. 
milUon  truck  drivers  have  been  "He  hasn't  toumed  a  drop  since.'' 
described  as  die  largest  unreached  p^  The  Kellers  deal  widi  a  range  of  prob- 

^  ^  America.  "The  mission  lems  on  a  daily  basis,  with  much  of  dw^ 

MdGcxfs  called  us  to  is  to  be  a  part  of  ministry  related  to  die  intense  loneliness 
what  He's  doing  to  briM  diese  men  and  often  experienced  by  drivers.  Tammy 
women  to  Jesus  Christ.''^  also  is  aole  to  minister  to  women  ajid 

Kdler  and  lus  wife  Tammy  are  being  faoiilies,  some  of  whom  homeschcwl 
honcMed  by  the  Ncm^  American  Mission  their  kicls  on  the  road. 

Board  (N^dB)  as  Missicxi  Service  Corps  "When  you  have  husband  and  wife 
(MSC)  Missionaries  of  die  Year.  Th^  are  team  and  you're  cooped  up  in  diat  truck 
among  approximately  2,200  missionar-  day  after  day  constandy,  it's  real  tough 

iet.  currendy  receivmg  endorsement,  sometimes  to  not  have  a  break.  So  1^  able  to  minister  ,to  the  family,  and  a  ever  seen  when  dic^  first  met  him,  but 
tqdfiinfc  and  other  non-salary  ministry  diere,  and  Gcxl  uses  me  to  speak  to  the  trucking  company  even  paid  his  expens-  he  had  frnind  a  Bible  in  California,  saw 
support  duou^  NAMB.  wife,"  she  said.  es  to  travel  to  Canada  to  lead  the  funeral,  dieir  chapel  and  wanted  to  talk,  and 

-\%rking  out  of  a  mobile  chapel  encounters:  •  One  trucker  came  into  the  chapel  eventually  prayed  to  receive  Ouist. 

housed  in  a  tractor-trailer  rig  at  me  •  Ted  was  aUe  to  minister  to  a  driver  with  a  gun  and  said  he  was  going  to  Today  he  is  preparing  to  take  his  sev- 
Cohimbia  20  Travel  Center  truck  stop  in  burned  over  95  percent  of  his  bcxly  in  an  kill  his  stepdaughter.  Ted  was  able  to  endi  trip  smugs^Img  Bibles  into  a  largely 
Cohmbia,  S.C.,  the  Kellers  proinde  accident  He  eventually  died,  but  Keller  share  die  plan  of  salvation  with  him,  unreached  naHm. 
counsel  and  encouragement  leM  Bible  visited  daily  while  he  was  in  a  bum  cen-  however,  and  he  left  with  a  new  faith  The  Kdlos  work  in  asscxiation  with 
studies,  and  otherwise  minister  to  truck-  ter  in  Augusta,  Ga.  The  chajdain  had  in  Christ.  "His  whole  countenance  Tansport  fee  Christ  one  of  a  nundier  of 
era^  di^  fomilies,  and  odiers*  in  die  experienced  37  days  in  a  coma  himself  changed,"  Ted  said.  Added  Tammy,  oiganizationB  providing  ministry  to  truck 
trucking  ccMiununity.  Last  year  alone  while  recuperating  from  heart  surgery,  "I've  never  seen  that  happen^  to  any-  diwers.  For  more  on  their  wexk,  visit 
they  saw  54  individuals  make  profes-  and  he  knew  from  experience  that  body  before."  www.chaplainted.oig.  To  learn  more 

sions  of  faidi  in  Christ  patients  often  are  able  to  hw  even  when  •  Another  driver  was  one  of  die  most  about  NAMB'sNfission  Service  Cbrpspro- 

The  Kellers  said  they  found  their  mey  appear  unconscious.  He  also  was  unloyable  and  arrogant  men  diey  had  gram,  visit  www.answerdiecalLnet/msc. 


TRUCKERS'  OUTREACH  —  Ted  and  Tammy  Keller  operate  a  mini 
truck  drivers  at  a  bavel  center  in  Columbia,  S.C.  The  Kellers  are  N 
Service  Corps  Missionaries  of  the  Year.  (BP) 
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Life  news  roundup:  Stem  cell  promoters  optimistic 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  DeGette;  who  will  be  the  lead  Experiments  using  non-entory-  eminent  funding  of  experiments  the  newspaper  saying  in  a  wiit- 

Promolers  of  embryonic  stem  sponsor  of  an  embryonic  stem  oroc  stem  cells  have  provided  on  embryonic  stem  cells  is  ten  statement  "Human  life  must 

call  research  are  predicting  they  ora  research  biQ,  qpoke  to  die  treatments  fcM*  at  lean  72  ail-  barred,  such  research  itself  is  be  respected  and  projected 

could  have  die  votes  in  the  next  House's  41  new  DemcKrats  ments,  accorcU^  to  Do  No  legal  and  ongcxng  in  diis  country,  absohitny  from  the  moment  of 

Congress  to  overcome  a  presi-  reoendy  and  said,  "(1^  describe  Harm,  a  coalition  promoting  Many  scientists  contend  conception.  From  die  first 

dehnial  veto  md  provide  teder-  them  as  wildly  enthusiKtic  about  ediks  in  research.  Those  inchide  embryonic  stem  cells  have  moment  cl  his  or  her  existenoe,  a 

al  funds  for  di^  destructive  this  bill  would  be  an  understate-  spinal  cord  usuries,  hipus,  more  dierapeutic  potential  than  human  befog  must  be  recc^^iiized 

experimentation.  ment  I  think  the  election  really  meumatoid  ardiritia,  skkle  cell  dieir  ncm-embryonic  counter-  as  having  the  rights  of  a  person." 

A  more  realistic  outlcxik,  sent  a  message  to  Wsshington  anemia,  and  multifde  sderosis.  parts,  but  embrycxiic  research  McGovern's  ruling  prevent- 

howevei;  appears  to  make  such  that  the  voters  want  embryonic  White  spokesman  Blair  has  yet  to  reach  clinical  trials  in  ed  a  modier  from  Mving  die 
a  result  unUKely  stem  cell  research  passed"  Jones  said  The  Tribune  diat  human  beir^  and  has  been  embryos  implanted  over  die 

Rep.  Nancy  Pelosi,  who  will  The  American  Medical  Bush  already  supports  stem  plagued  by  me  development  of  objections  of  her  estranged 

be'die  Speaker  of  die  House  of  Asscxiation,  howevei;  said  the  cell  research,  including  tumors  in  lab  animals.  husband  and  die  fertility  dinic. 

Representatives  in  the  next  voters  did  not  send  enou^  pro-  research  on  bone  marrow,  fat  The  Herald  reportea.  The 

Congress,  has  said  approval  of  embryonic  stem  oefl  reseat^  rep-  and  umbilical  cord  blcxxl.  Ireland:  no  embryo  rights  mother,  who  was  unnamed, 

federal  funding  of  emb^onic  resentadves  to  Washington  to  "Those  are  focts  diat  cannot  Ireland's  constitution  does  not  gave  bi^  to  a  girl  in  201^  after 
stem  cell  research  (E^R),  change  diepoiicy,  Lifdsiews.oom  be  denied,"  Jones  sakL  "After  protect  the  ri^  to  life  of  embryos,  IVF  treatment.  Her  dura  other 

which  rec^uires  the  destructicxi  reported.  Ine  election  "did  not  careful  and  diou^tful  ddibera-  in  storage,  a  judra  has  ruled.  embryos  were  frozen  and 

of  human  embryos,  will  be  a  produce  veto-proof  congression-  tkxi  widi  government  and  out-  Brira  McGovern  wrote  placed  in  storage, 

priority  during  the  first  100  al  rriamties"  tor  ESCR  ruricliiig,  side  experfo  diere  was  only  one  that  '%e  right  to  life  of  die 

ncMirs  of  the  llOdi  Corigress  in  accorconstotheAMA.  moral  line  diat  the  prendent  unborn"  in  the  Irish  Constitution  Nicaragua  sets  ban 

Janui^,  according  to  Ine  Salt  The  muse  will  be  about  30  said  that  he  would  not  cross  —  does  not  inchide  embryos  creat-  Nicaraguan  President 

Lake  mbune.  votes  short  of  oveiridfos  a  pres-  and  that  is  diat  federal  taxpayer  ed  through  in  vitro  ferdlizaticxi,  Enricroe  Bolanos  signed  into 

Sen.  Edward  Kennedy,  D.-  idential  veto,  predicted  James  dollars  should  not  be  used  m  die  The  New  Zealand  Herald  report-  law  Nov.  17  a  complete  ban  on 

Maaa,  chairman  of  die  commit-  Fossett  of  die  Alden  March  destruction  of  embryos."  ed  Nov.  15.  McGovern  said  die  abortions,  even  diose  to  save 

tee  mat  oversees  stem  cell  Bioediics  Institute  in  Albany,  Bu^'s  veto  of  die  Stem  Cdl  dura  enforyos  in  (Question  "are  the  life  of  die  modier. 
research,  also  said  the  issue  is  a  .  N.Yv  according  to  LifeNews.  Research  Enhancement  Act  is  not  'unborn.'"  •  Nicaragua  beexunes  the  35di 

nu^  focus  in  the  Senate,  The  Following  November's  elec-  the  only  one  during  his  six  years  "There  has  been  no  evidence...  country  fo  die  wefod  widi  a 

IriDune  repeated  Nov.  24.  ’  tkxi,  die  Democrats  have  a  231-  fo  the  White  Hcxise.  He  inratut-  to  estabBdi  diat  it  was  ever  fo  the  comprehensive  abortion  ban. 

The  Demcxrats'  takeover  of  198  edge  fo  die  Hcxise,  with  six  ed  a  policy  fo  August  2001  per-  mind  of  the  people  voting  on  the  according  to  LifeNews. 

both  hcxises  of  Ccxigress  has  races  still  undecided.  In  the  mittfog  fiuxls  for  research  only  [Eighth]  Amendment  to  die  The  measurejMSsed  die  leg- 

prompted  ES^  'siroporters  Senate,  die  Demcxrats  hold  a  cxi  einbrycxiic  stem  cell  lines  Gxistfoition  that 'uiibcxn' nnearit  islature  fo  late  October, 

such  m  Serv  Orifo  ratch,  R.-  51-49  cxganizatkxial  margin.  already  fo  existenoe  when  his  anything  other  than  a  fetus  or  Prevkxisly,  Nicaraguan  law 

Utah,  and  Rep.  Diana  DeGette,  In  Jiuy,  die  Hcxise  fra  51  policy  was  announced.  child  within  die  womb,"  permitted  an  exception  for 

D.-Cokx,  to  tnw  optimistically,  votes  short  of  overriding  The  Senate  approved  ESCR  McGovern  said  fo  his  88-pi^  abcxtkxi  if  three  dextors  eexv 

"1  difok  we  have  the  votes  m  President  Bush's  veto  of  a  bill  funds  in  July  in  a  63-37  vote,  opfoioev  according  to  The  Hoakl.  firmed  die  procedure  te  needed 

the  Senate  to  override  a  vetok  and  that  would  have  provided  four  votes  short  of  a  veto-  Ireland,  which  is  predcxni-  to  protect  a  wexnan's  health. 

wemayhavediemfotheHoiae,*  funds  for  research  on  embryos  proof  majority.  nantly  Cadiolic,  has  banned  Advocates  fex  the  new  law  eext- 

Hatch  sakL  accoeding  to  Hie  dexiated  from  fertility  edinks.  Stem  o^  are  the  bod/s  mas-  abortion  except  when  die  tended  that  excepdon  allowed  a 

THburw."Imiidcwecangetthere.  The  White  Hcxise  signaled  ter  oeUs  that  can  develop  into  da-  mother's  life  is  dueateried.  wexnan  seddng  an  abortion  to 

Aooordiite  to  some,  we're  only  a  Bush  would  not  change  Kb  poli-  sues  and  other  adks,  providing  Diarmuid  Martfo,  the  Roman  convince  phyMians  to  cite  h« 

CDupb  bfvotes  short,  and  1  difok  cy  of  opposing  embrjronic  stem  hope  for  the  treatment  of  rainier-  Catholic  archbiriiop  of  Dublin,  heahhasdiereasonfordiepro- 

1  know  where  those  voles  are;"  cell  ■  ♦iererech  ’  v  fundBwg.  - exreafBiitiotia,  White  fcdetsl  gov-  the  ruling  scwxdfog  to  ceduie,  LifeNews  vepoeled. '  v 
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1.  Martin  Recognized,  BMC 


1.  Bobby  P.  Martin,  president  and  CEO  of  The 
Peoples  Bank  of  Kipley,  was  recognized  by 
the  Blue  Mountain  College  and  die  BMC 
National  Alunuuie  Associanon  during  recent 
Founder's  Day  activities.  Martin  has  served 
as  a  member  of  BMC's  Board  of  Ihistees  for 
18  years  during  which  time  he  served  ci^t 
years  on  die  Executive  Committee  of  die 
Board  and  five  years  as  Chair  of  die  Board. 
During  his  tenure,  Martin  has  participated  in 

-  two  major  events  in  die  Collet's  hi^ry.  In 
2001,  he  served  on  the  President  Search 
Ccwnmittee  that  saw  die  College  inaugurate 
its  first  woman  president.  He  also  served  as 
Chair  of  die  Board  of  Trustees  in  2005  when 
die  College  became  a  fully  co^ucational 
institution  of  higher  learning. 

2.  William  Carey  University  will  present  All 
Thii^  New  Homecoming  2007  Jcmui^  19 
and  S)  on  die  Hattiesbuig  campus.  Activities 
scheduled  for  Jan.  19  mclucle  registration 
from  11  a.m-  until  5  p.m.  in  the  Dorma  Ehick 
Wheeler  Alumni  House,  followed  by  a  50 
year  alumni  reunion  at  11:30  a.m.  and  guid¬ 
ed  tours  of  new  buildings  from  1:30  p.m. 
until  3:30  p^m.  The  new  pictorial  histo^  of 
the  univefsiW  will  be  signed  by  editor 
Donna  Wheeler  from  3  p.m.  until  5  p.m. 


Students  and  alumni  will  experience  Carey 
Olympics  beginning  at  4  p.m.  followed^ 
the  Fiesta  Nimt  dinner  at  5:30  p.m.  The  2007 
•  Miss  WCU  ftgeant  begins  at  7  p.m.  Jan.  20 
begins  widi  registration  from  8:30  a.m.  until 
11  a.m.  in  die  alumni  house  followed  by 
guided  tours  from  9  a.m.  until  10  a.m.  and 
decade  reunions  from  10  a.m.  until  11  a.m. 
The  Bar-B-(^e  lunch  is  from  11:30  a.m.  until 
1  p.m.  followed  by  the  Lady  Saders  bastet- 
ball  game  where  former  Homecoming 
queens  wW  be  recognized.  The  Crusader 
men  take  on  LSU-Shreveport  at  3  p.m.  and 
the  presentation  of  die  Homecoming  Court 
will  take  place  during  half  time.  A  catfish 
dinner  win  take  place  mm  4:30  p.m.  until  6 
p.m.  followed  by  die  Alumni  Awards  and 
musical  presentation  A  Salute  to  Broadway 
at  6:%  m  dw  auditorium.  To  register  for 
Homecoming  and  to  reserve  a  t-shirt  contact 
Ginger  Tole&,  alumni  direc^r,  at  (601)  318- 
6561,  (800)  %2-5991  ext.  561,  or  ginger.tole- 
do9wmcar^.edu  no  later  dian  Januaty  5. 


night  and  the  "Salute  to  Broadway"  on 
Saturday  night  are  $5  each  and  can  be  pur¬ 
chased  at  tm  dcx>r.  Hckets  for  alf  meals  on 
Friday  and  Saturday  are  available  for  $20  or 
for  Saturday  only  for  $15. 
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FaMhGuaid  Iraurancie  for  Chufd^^ 

•  Wlih^  deductlites  for  sonw  dMiidwe^^ 


•  SpecM  dixounts  for  pastors,  noramotors  and 


•  Banafltstlwt  help  oivar  tithing  or  donations 

•  Doubla  the  madkai  payment  for  some  church 


Contact  your  kxai 
GuideOne  Agent 
to  team  more. 


Hosted  and  Sponsored  by 
Kirby  Woods  Baptist  Church,  Memphis,  TN 

Contact  us  at  www.lcwbc.org  or  call  901.682.2220 


23-24. 2007 
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Cost  is  $30  per  person. 
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Peters  out  to  refute  'Word  of  Faiith'  ideas 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 
Editor 


Justin  Peters  believes  he  has 
a  responsibility  to  debunk  the 
"Name  It  and  Claim  It"  preach¬ 
ers  that  fill  American  airwaves 
and  the  cavernous  Word  of 
Faith  worship  centers  around 
the  country. 

Peters,  staff  evangelist  at 
First  Church,  Vicksburg,  has 
had  cerebal  palsy  all  his  life.  He 
has  watched  as  people  with 
disabilities  flock  to  services 
held  by  modern-day  faith  heal¬ 
ers  like  Benny  Hinn,  only  to 
leave  disappointed,  disheart¬ 
ened,  and  unhealed. 

"If  I  may  humbly  say  so,  I 
have  a  uniaue  platform  from 
which  to  audress  the  'Health 
and  Wealth  /  Prosperity  gospel.'- 
As  a  teenager,  I  was  sucked  into 
the  movement  after  having 
been  told  by  some  that  Goa 
was  going  to  heal  me,  provided 
I  hacTenough  faith.  Obviously,  I 
was  not  healed. 

"There  was  great  potential  to 
do  harm  in  my  faith  in  God. 

Thanks  to  the  love  and  support 
of  my  family,  church  family, 
and  of  course  God  Himself,  no  over  100  video  clips  of  promi-  would  love  to  tap  into  us. 
harm  was  done  —  at  least  not  nent  Word  of  Faith  leaders  into  They  will  disguise  them^lves 
permanently  —  but  1  have  seen  a  multimedia  presentation,  to  make  themselves  more 
first-hand  the  harm,  both  phys-  This  format  allows  people  to  palatable.  They  will  try  to  fly. 
ical  and  spiritual,  that  the  see  and  hear  for  themselves  in  their  heresies  under  our 
Prosperity  gospel  inflicts  on  so  what  these  individuals  are  spiritual  radar, 
many,"  he  saicT.  actually  teaching.  "Of  all  the  signs  of  our 

Peters  said  he  feels  a  call  "Every  point  of  heresy  and  Lord's  return,  the  orws  which 
from  God  to  expose  the  fraud  unsound  doctrine  is  then,  point  are  repeated  most  often  in 
and  hypiKrisy  behind  the  by  point,  biblically  corrected.  Scripture  are  the  rise  of  false 
Word  of  Faith  movement,  and  Pwple  not  only  learn  the  error,  Christs  and  false  prophets, 
he  is  well-positioned  to  have  they  .also  learn  the  truth."  and  that  people  would  'no 

an  impact.  Peters  holds  a  mas-  One  of  the  churches  that  has  longer  endure  sound  doc- 
ter  of  divinity  degree  in  invited  Peters  to  present  his  sem-  trine,  but  will  heap  to  them- 
Biblical  languages  from  inar  is  Goocirum  Church,  selves  teachers  who  tickle  the 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  Ft.  Vicksburg.  "Our  people  devel-  ears.  (2  Timothy  4:3).'  Second 
Worth,  as  well  as  a  master  of  oped  an  affinity  for  the  truth  as  Peter  2:1-3  is  a  stunning  pas- 
theology  degree  in  New  we  .spent  time  feaming  Scripture  sage.  Every  phrase  in  this 
Testament  from  Southwestern,  and  biblical  precepts  regarding  passage  fits  exactly  what  we 

For  his  master  of  theokrgy  the  cults  and  cultists  of  i>ur  day  are  seeinR  in  the  modern 
thesis,  he  chose  the  Word  of  who  represent  themselves  as 
F^ith  movement  and  its  atten-  'Christian,'"  said  Pastor  Bob 
dant  "Health  and  Wealth"  mes¬ 
sage.  He  studied  the  theology 
and  techniques  of  such  Word  of 
Faith  luminaries  as  Benny 
Hinn,  Kenneth  and  Gloria 
Copeland,  Jesse  Duplantis, 

Creflo  Dollar,  and  Joyce  Meyer, 
to  name  just  a  few.  r 

"Their  twin  motivatioas  are 
money  and  power,"  Peters  said. 
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SETTING  IT  STRAIGHT — Justin  liters  (left)  presents  his  semirur  on  the  heresies  of  the 'Word  of  Failh' move¬ 
ment  to  a  Sunday  School  class  at  First  Churm,  Jackson.  Idlers,  a  double-oraduale  of  Southwestern  Seminary 
in  Ft.  Worth,  has  cerebal  palsy  and  says  he  lus  a  message  for  those  who  believe  in  the  faith-healing,  "Name 
It  and  Claim  IVProsperityr  gospel.  (Photo  by  William  H.  I^ins  Jr.) 


Clue:  B^f 

Have  tun  vvHh  crvplogrjpln  jnd 
ewvrtse  vour  Bitle  knomdetige.  .A 
King  lantes  Version  Bide  verse  hts 
been  erKoded  fav  htler  substitution. 
The  sjitne  letter  is  substituted 
thrrM^hout  the  pu2rle.  Solve  bf  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  last  week^ 
pu^rle:  lohn  Seven:  Seven. 


FINALLY  AFFOtOABLE  HEALTM  SEBBEN^  SIOINC.  lACVSON.  CVistun 
Insurarnr  Kir  ihe  seh  nnpki^ed  Call  oxktied.  .Ml  hiiine  MKprmemmrs.  viikI 
(MIO)  Provided  hv  Mr^a  sidinK,  Minduwrs.  mcral  and  shingle 

Imuran^,  i^-ww.chrklurrw-ins.com.  rontv.  patio  «crceti  and  glass 

FABI^flME  YOUTH  MIhBSTEB  NEED-  rooms.  (SOD  -2042  Don  &  Rita 

EOtFWST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  RED  Sebrcn.  owmers.  _ _ 

BAX  ALABAMA,  is  seeking  a  part-time  »«ALTH  OB  MHMCAIK  SLJPPHMP»ff 
Minister  at  Vtauth.  Resumes  wilt  be  Insurance  too  Expensive^  Call  E.F. 
acxefMed  through  December  II,  200b.  Hulton  Irrsurance  tadav  ...  We  Can 

Mail  resumes'  to;  FirsTBaptist  Churcfc  Hek»!  Toll-ttee  (B77)  212-ObBb. _ 

altn;  YM  Search  Commiltee.  P.O.  Box  HOPPER  GLASS  STUOIOl  CUSTOM 

bib.  Red  Bay;  AL  355B2. _ _  churdi  windows,  reworking  and  repaic. 

S1AINWAY  PIANOc  Uprighi  ^  model  CotuMhusAaclBon.  t«77>  477-1844. 
1048:  ebony;  I  owner;  purchased  CHUBCH  PfW  UPNOLSIHX  FBES 

1498;  SiqOOOt  rbOl)  482 -490b.  _  esiimales.  Davis  UplMihlef>.  QuiMkan. 

SBUNH>  GLMSWOBOl  BC,  SDMNC  MiK..|it>owet¥)l>  TTb-bblT. _ 

MSAAL$ince1992.CaR(a00lb0S-297a  FIBST  BAPTOT  CHUBCH  OF 
OnCOUNT  BAPTBTBKS  A  SmPLB.  CBOSStTX  ARKANSAS^  is  scetdr^  a 
Baphstry  murals,  healerv  li^hlin^  seal-  hilMime  chiMrenY  mmisler.  Besumes 
in^  waH  crosses,  pew  cushions,  kiingl  may  be  sent  to  701  Main  Street. 

glas.  carpel  signs.  Church  Supply  CrosseR,  AR  71b35.  _ 

Cothpawy  <d  JeKK,  (8001  728-8291 .  GATUNBUBC  CRAWAX  2  BR/2 

HEIOflBEB^  STAINEO  CLASS,  baBv  luR  kitchen.  WaRw«  cfeslance  lo 
Meridian.  Design.  kRincatiorv  repair,  parkway;  SbS  tiRe.  CaR  for  mformation 
Fax  iHustialiom  to  (601)  ^-79S8  pr  at  (251J  66b-2t75  or  OSU  889-9962 
caN  (8001  3b8-270S.  or  ptBwBwoildneiaR.net' 


THE  EAST  ROONEVIILE  RAPTIST 
CHURCH  in  BiMineville.  Ms  is 
searching  tor  a  part-time  Childiens 
Minister/  Director  which  will  span 
the  ages  irom  birth  Ki  bth  grade  The 
job  description  is  available  upon 
request.  All  .ipplicants  please  submit 
resume  tor  EBBC,  Childrens 
Minister/Dtrector  Committee.  602 
East  Church  Street  Booneville.  MS 
38829,  ebbchurchBbellsouth.nel. 
Please  call  (662)  728-6036  for  any 

additional  information. _ 

PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  IN 
THE  COLLINS,  MISS.  AREA.  A  BA  is 
preferred.  Contact  |o  Lyn  at  (601) 
765-8033.  _ 

PROVIDENCE  RAPTIST  CHURCH, 
lAVESS,  MISSw  is  seeking  a  pa<:-iime 
music  director.  Contact  pastor  Ron 
Sattervrhite  at  (601 )  823-0358. 


MERIDIAN,  MISSv  accepting  resumes 
for  a  minister  of  youth.  Send  lo 
Northcrest  Baptist  ChuicK  P.O.  Box 
3159,  Meridian.  MS  39303. 


November  30, 2006 


Warren  trip  to  Syna  results  in  tidal  wave  of  criticism 


NASHVILLE,  Tm.  (BP)  ~  Rack 


Yiamn,  who  was  on  a  threeHMlaan 
trip  to  pramote  outreach  and  humani- 
tanan  efforts  in  eariy  November  net 
with  several  leaders  in  die  country 
indudiin  President  Bashar  id-Aasaa 
IkxeiBa  NGnisler  VyUid  al-MoaOim,  and 
GnuM  Mufti  Sheikh  Badr  al-Din 
Hassoun,  an  klamk  derk. 

The  Syrian  Aab  News  Agency 
(SANAk  d«e  govemnent's  chief  peofia- 

about  the  vi^  that,  accoe^  to  Wrererv 
oontamed  comments  he  did  not  make. 

One  SANA  posting  dauned  that 
Warren  address  “Syrian-American 
relations*’  in  a  meeting  with  Aaaad. 


not  to  hold  dialogue  witf)  Syria,*  SANA 
reported.  Hhe  iraportanre  of  dialogue 


SANA  were  cntiwly 
t^hnen's  presence  d 
ganda  vfctory  far  the 


which  le»  far 


Warren's  coounentSk  as  reported  by 
SANA,  have  angered  numerous  rd^  t» 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Faith  That  Works 


Onr  study  this  week  until  death.  As  we  thsiik  God  for  but  before  we  realize  it  weave  so 
is  "Faith  Thk  Works.”  our  forth  let  us  vemember  hath  is  bury  with  thii^  of  no  lastii^ 
Where  does  our  foith  more  than  a  bdiei  It  is  a  person-  value  our  ^xiritual  lives  suffer, 
ooone  foom?  Faith  has  to  aland  dynamic relationslup  with  Even  in  our  churches  we  ^  so 
have  a  souroe.  Webster  God.  We  are  to  express  our  forth  bu^  widt  orgaruzed  acuities 
gives  this  definition  for  refotfonship  with  actkm.  Action  untu  sometimes  we  need  to  stop 

souroe:  (1)  A  spring  or  that  wiD  »eak  to  dte  lost  world  and  ask  God  if  we  are  doing  v^t 

founts  that  is  die  start-  of  our  foitfi  in  Christ  pleases  Ifim.  In  Hebrews  12:l-2a 

ingpointof  astream:  (2)  Sometiines  when  bfe's  dr-  we  read:  "Therefore^  sinoe  we 
A  thing  or  place  foam  cumstanoes  seem  to  contradict  have  so  great  a  doud  of  witness- 
nes  what  we  befieve  about  God's  es  surrounding  ua^  let  us  lay 
nes  love  and  powet  we  must  ocmtin-  aside  every  ericuiribraiioe  and  the 

ilso  ue  to  trust  God.  We  must  remem-  sins  which  so  easily  entandes  us^ 

^  ber  endurmg  pain  can  requm  and  let  us  run  wmi  en&rarvx 

k)d  more  hath  man  esc^xng  pain,  the  race  diat  is  set  before  us.” 

die  Having  foith  doesn't  guarati^  a  (NASB)  We  as  bdkvers  need  to 

the  carefoee  life.  On  occasions  we  rid  ourselves  of  sinful  thou^Hs^ 

to  may  foce  some  form  of  persecu-  attitudes^  or  practioes  diat  hinder 

Christ  God  never  forces  His  gift  tkxi  foom  the  world,  fai  Matthew  our  relationaiip  with  God.  We 
of  foith  on  anyoTK^  but  gives  5:11-12,  |esus  says  "Blessed  are  mustkeepoureyeson  jesus  who 
fore^  toaP  who  wiD  aoept  it  you  whm  men  revile  you,  and  is  die  oeator  of  our  foith,  for  He 
nejfoews  11:  1-2  says  "Nk)W  persecule  you,  and  say  all  man-  is  the  only  one  who  can  compl^ 
foidi  B  ^  assurance  of  dungs  ner  of  evil  against  you  falsely,  on  our  fohh.  May  we  ever  consider 

account  of  me.  Reioioe;  and  be  He  i^io  endured  sudi  persecu- 
.  For  by  it  the  men  glad,  for  your  reward  in  heaven  tions  for  our  sake,  lest  we  oecome 
ined  a  gc^  is  great  w  so  they  persecuted  weaiy  and  lose  heart?  Join  me  in 
ieport"(NASB)  As  the  writer  the  prophets  who  were  before  mymg  that  we  as  receivers  of 
began  has  roO  caD  ^some  of  the  )rou.  (NASB)  When  persecution  Goas  gift  of  foith  will  under- 
'  '  '  ‘ ,  we  are  comes  we  are  to  seek  God's  stand  how  it  works  and  share  this 

oval,  not  the  worlds.  kno^edge  widi  the  lost  wo^ 

s  so  easy  for  Christians  to  - 

caught  up  in  the  secular  Lofton  is  a  member  of  WiUow 
cL  It  may  start  innocendy,  Groce  Ckurdt.  Collins. 


yfUkomt  Jmik 


which 


stanied  glass  raoMliiws  ht  the  remember  the  former  lofoon  goden.  Paid 

drefc" -  AaoayomLj  days  after  be^  enlightened,  foam  God  as  a  yet  i 

how  they  lefoiced  when  their  our  reaxuise  to  GckL  No 
How  tnre  this  statement  is.  property  was  takeir,  knowing  a  selr-produced  foifo 
Without  faith  there  is  no  pur-  what  tra^  had  in  Ch^  was  far  Himself  activates  faith 
pose  to  life.  I  am  so  tharu^  better,  arildl  it  would  last  forever,  herrer  of  die  word,  enab 
God  loved  one  enou^  to  brmg  "Therefore,  do  not  throw  away  believer  to  become  foil 
me  the  nfl  of  saving  foith  your  confidence,  which  has  a 
thro«^|{h  rfB  Son  Jesus  Christ  greater  reward.  For  you  have 
In  this  imit  of  stwly  we  will  need  of  endurance,  so  that  when 
focus  on  LifeChanging  Gifts.  you  have  done  dre  wiD  of  God, 

When  someone  gives  us  a  you  may  receive  what  was  ^ 

gift  we  accept  it  ficuy  and  are  promisea.  For  yet  in  a  little  hoped  foe  the  conviction  rtF 
qui^  to  send  a  note  of  thanks  while;  He  who  b  coming  He  dungs  not  ~ 
saying  how  much  we  appred-  who  is  coming  wiO  not  delay,  of  old 
ate  me  thorrehtfulness,  and  righteous  one  shall  live  by 
then  put  the  gift  to  use  for  what-  forth;  and  if  he  shrinks  back.  M|y 

ever  purpose  it  was  intended,  soul  has  no  pleasure  in  We  grmtest  men  of  faith,  _ _ 

bi  the  same  way  we  should  arenotof  those  who  shrink  back  encouraged  by  these  saints  of  old 
thank  God  for  life-chairging  in  destructkxi,  but  of  those  who  w1k>  kept  the  fai^  Not  only  did 
gifts  He  has  given  us  to  freely,  have  faith  to  the  preserving- of  they  ke(^  the  fudv  but  were  obe- 
and  use  them  for  Ffis  glory.  the  souL"  (NASB)  dient,  had  courage;  and  endured 


ing  to  know  that  the  lems;  but  they  had  their  priorities 
Lord  is  still  on  the  •  — 

throne  and  directing 
history  to  the  end  cu 
time  and  beyond. 

The  Lord  moved  the 
heart  of  King  Cyrus  to 
make  a  decree.  The  their 
decree  allowed  the 
Jews  foom  exile  to  go 
back  to  Jerusalem 
er  tradiung  or  did  not  exer^  nn"miui  under  the  leadership  of 

else  spiritual  disciplines  that  help  ZerubbabeL  King  Cyrus'  decree 
believes  become  effective.  aDowm  God's  peo^  to  return 
Perhaps  believers  have  not  to  their  riomeland  was  not  given 
allowed  the  fouH  of  the  spirit  to  "the  first  year"  of  his  reign  over 
grow  in  their  lives.  The  Israelites  the  Med^  and  PersiaiB  (KO 
oisobedienoe  led  to  their  fahues  B.C.)  but  in  538  B.C^  "the  first 
and  brought  divine  discipiine.  vear"  of  his  reign  over  Ballon. 

What  is  true  with  the  Israelites  is  People  lesponwd  to  the  God- 
true  for  us!  Lhira  m  disobedi-  given  opportunitv  to  return  to 
ence  causes  frura^  Christian  ^rusakm  and  refoiild  the  ahar 
Kva^  This  is  not  pleasing  to  the  and  temple  b\’  gome  and  giviire. 

Londu  He  wants  ndthful  obecB-  The  people  enmusiasticaln' 
ence  and  sen-ice.  He  continues  to  began  rebuilding  the  temple  and 
open  new  doors  of  opportunities  resumed  sacrifices.  When 
for  us  to  participate  m  l-fis  work!  the  opportur^-  to  serve 

hfis  people  should  respond  with 
1.  Respond  to  God-Ghren  joy.  gratitude,  arid  deteirrniriation. 

Opportaniilacs  (Ezra  1:1-61 

lSo%-erbs  reminds  us  that  2.  Recognize  the  Priority  of 
the  "The  king's  heart  is  in  the  Worship  (ura  3:1-3) 
hand  of  the  Lord,  as  the  rivers  Wbnmip  is  such  a  vital  part  of 
of  water;  he  tumeth  it  whith-  ever>’  church.  The  small  Jewish 
ersoever  he  will."  It  is  refresh-  community'  faced  many  prob- 


Explore  the  Bible 

Seizing  New  Opportunities 

Ezra  1:1-3:3:13 

Tim  Alexander _  have  been  ineffective  in 

their  service.  Perhaps 


m  order,  li^  emphasized  wor-  mg  km 
ship  by  building  file  ahar  then  ing  no 
file  temple.  The  term  "Israelites"  help  v 
m  3:1  is  iqpplied  to  the  people  of  the  ten 
the  Soufiim  Kingdom  of  judah  people' 
taken  captive  to  Babylon  (and  giving 
their  descendants^  The  express 
Northern  Kingdom  of  Israel  vm  puDlicl 
tually  disapprared  after  it  fell  in  need  t 
722  D.C.  so  the  term  Israelites  Often  \ 
came  to  designate  God's  people,  ing  off 
Ezra  3:4-5  further  illustrated  the  pause, 
priority  of  cooperate  worship.  In  for  th« 
fiiese  verses,  both  include  public  workin 
and  private  worship  as  havi^  Take 
prionh-  for  believers.  While  around 
oeing  t^pted  in  the  desert  Jesus  What  o 
sakL  "Worship  the  Lord  your  ing  yc 
God.  and  serve  him  only."  serve  G 

The  feast  of  Tabernacles  Maybe 
occurred  five  days  after  the  to  witn 
Day  of  Atonement  and  lasted  neighfo 
for  a  week.  It  was  a  general  never  a 
rejoicing  (Lev.  23:33-43>  and  tion.  V 
iNen  assumed  special  character  in  you  to 
the  time  of  Ezra  (Neh.  8:13-18)  hew  bu 
and  continued  to  be  observed  you  an 
in  the  time  of  Jesus.  advanti 


smafl  ways  everyday.  Consider 
fiiere  qiufos  about  opporftLnfies: 
"It  B  often  haid  to  dfelinguish 
between  hard  knocks  in  life  and 
those  of  opportunilMS."  "I  was 
seldom  able  to  see  an  opportuni- 
ri  until  it  was  had  cedeed  to  be 
tine."  We  al  have  had  the  door  of 
opportunifi'  open  our  wa\-  and 
wv  haw  walaed  past  the  dnv  of 
opportunity  foikng  to  see  the 
dora  that  was  so  near  to  us. 

These  lesson  passages  are 
about  the  Jews'  return  from 
evde  to  rebirild  God's  temple  in 
Jerusalem.  The  emphasB  b  on 
God’s  people  taking  ad\  antage 
of  opportunities  to  curtkipale 
in  the  Lord’s  work.  The  lesson 
encourages  adufts  to  seize  God- 
gjven  onwrtunities  to  partici- 
paie  in  ras  work.  - 

Mamr  befievers  haw  eam^- 
h  sou^  to  serw  the  Lord  but 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 

Reandisplearedtopubfish 


Baptists  quic^  to  offer  assistance  to  N.C.  storm  victims 


RIEGELWOOD,  N.C.  (BP  and  local  reports)  Service  estimates  most  of  die  damage  occurred 
—  North  Carolina  Baptists  were  ouick  to  just  ei^t  minutes  after  a  tornado  warning  was 
respond  when  die  state's  second-deadliest  tor-  issued  for  the  area  at  6:29  a.m. 
naao  in  50  years  swept  duough  a  small  com-  'There  was  no  warning.  There  was  no  time.  It 
munity,  killing  eight  people,  iniuring  20  and  just  came  out  htmi  nowhere."  Cissy  Kennedy, 
destroying  dozens  of  homes.  who  lives  in  a  nei^iborhood  hit  by  (he  tornado, 

"We  are  running  a  snudl  feeding  operation  and  told  die  Star^News. 
have  some  disaster  relief  chaplains  m  place,  and  The  tornado  was  part  of  a  strcmg  system  of 
we'll  be  assisting  the  survivors  with  going  thiou^  storms  diat  moved  diroi^  die  Soudi  leaving  a 
the  debris  that  was  left  by  the  stomv  Gaylon  two-day  deadi  toll  of  11  people.  As  it  mov^ 
Moss,  disaster  relief  director  for  the  Baptist  Mte  nordi,  power  outages  disrupted  Amtrak  service 
Convention  of  North  Carolina,  tt^d  Bapost  Press.  in  die  Nordieast  corridor  and  people  had  to  be 
The  feeding  unit  is  set  up  at  Riegelwood  rescued  from  cars  in  rising  water  In  Maryland,' 
Churdv  about  20  miles  west  WUmkig^.  A  die  Associated  Press  repor^. 

1,000-fbot-wide  tornado  struck  Riegelwood  in  the  About  45,000  customers  in  Nordi  Carolina  lost 
e^y  morning  Nov.  16,  carving  a  padi  more  than  power  Nov.  16,  AP  said,  but  crews  were  able  to 
a  lum-mile  vnde  and  almost  a  mite  long,  accord-  restore  most  of  it  by  mid-aftemoon.  About  100 
ing  to  die  Star-News  news^per  in  V^Hmiington.  Riegelwood  residents  were  left  homeless  by  the 
The  sights  of  scattered  bodies,  heaping  d»ris  tornado,  and  some  were  seeking  shelter  at  a  local 
ard  flipped  cars  are  bong  described  as  a  "major  elementary  sdiool. 

catastro(die"  and  "total  devastation."  Moss,  the  disaster  relief  director,  said  no 

The  same  storm  has  earlier  pushed  through  members  of  Riegelwood  Churdi  were  direcdy 
Mississippi,  causing  several  usuries  and  wio^  aflected  by  the  twister  but  they  were  working  to 
spread  damage  but  no  Vitalities.  Ihe  Mississippi  minister  to  die  community. 

Bjptist  Disaster  Rdief  Task  Force  was  not  activated.  A  hospital  spokesman  told  the  Star-News  that 

Among  the  dead  in  North  Cantina  were  two  families  were  ^in  distress"  over  trying  to  locate 
cousins,  both  under  the  age  of  12,  who  had  been  missing  family  members  and  ^eving  the  loss  of 
dropped  by  die  tornado  near  a  pond,  die  Star-News  diosewhodira. 

sakL  Chris  Batten,  the  Cduinbus  County  sherifl,  "We  have  two  chaplains  in  RiegelWocxl  pro- 
said  dbout  20  peo^  were  taken  to  area  ho^tals  viding  spiritual  and  emotion^  care  to  emer- 
widi  injuries  and  about  30  homes  were  levdea.  gsncy  woricers  and  survivors,"  Moss  said. 

Residents  were  taken  by  surprise  Thursday  Odier  Baptist  volunteers  are  working  along- 
moming  when  diey  heard  a  loud  rumbling  side  die  vicnms  to  make  sense  of  die  debris, 
sound  and  locdced  to  see  a  huge  funnel  cloud  "The  first  step  would  just  be  to  help  diem  dig 
bearing  down  on  diem.  Some  sought  refuge  in  duough  the  rubble,  to  be  there  to  ofler  an  extra  set 
cdosets  and  under  tables,  the  Star-News  reported,  of  hands  to  help  dim  sort  throi^  what  diey  have 
Odiers  had  no  time  to  flee.  The  National  Weadier  left  and  try  to  ndp  them  dirou^  that"  Moss  said. 


STORM'S  AFTBIMATH  —  Fire  and  rescue  personnel  search  for  victims 
at  the  Ok)  Farm  Estates  trailer  park  in  me  Armour  community  of 
Cokarhus  Couray,  hkirth  Caroliria,  after  a  toriiado  stuck  early  Thursday, 
Ntw  16.  (Fholo  by  Randall  HilUMyrde  Beach  Sun-News^Mi^ 


Panel:  Evangelicals  should  change  approach  to  news  media 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Not  only  do 
the  news  media  need  to  change  in  order 
to  report  more  accuraldy  and  justh  on 
evangdical  Christians,  M  evwigracals 
themselves  can  do  dihrigs  differendy  to 
affect  their  portrayal,  panelists  at  a 
recent  theological  nieeting  said. 

A  pand  consistiiw  (x  a  Soudtem 
Baptist  ethics  leadet  a  Qiristian  radio  talk 
show  host  tel  ABC  News  produoeK  and 
ionner  idigion  wiilecB  fiw  two  nuijor 


«id  die  media  dinir^  a  Nov  17  session  of 
the  annud  Evangelicd  Theological 
SKiQeiy  oiBCPng  at  inc  fiMwngCTi  fiwon> 
Ridiard  Land,  president  of  die 
Southern  Bap^  Ernies  It  Rdigious 
Liberty  Commission  in  NatAville,  and 
Janet  ParshaU,  host  of  Janet  Parshall's 
America,  said  dieie  is  media  bias  but 


ahat  shows  to  appear  on 
and  wlwt  topics  to  debate. 

Land  saia  he  thinks  "die  general 
performance  of  die  media  m  diis 
country  at  the  national  level  has  gone 
down  over  the  last  20  ]rear8  and  is 
more  biased  and  is  mote  sensational.* 
ParshaU  sdd.  "Tve  ofim  said  to  some 

dte  role  of  the  bnaiMm  ckum  OMK  nunfoe 
we  wouldn'i  be  so  snpid  in  the  media. 

I  ai^  — -  jrxm - aa--t- 

in  pMifaidsr  is  to  paooabty  muose  diat 
muKie  knosvn  as  oMoemment  a  bit  onorre 
and  to  start  being  a  Bide  bit  mote  judi- 
dous  about  die  kinds  and  types  of 
debates  we  do  engage  in ...  the  ones  that 
ase  redly  reflective  of  biblical  trudi  and 
moral  absohdes^  die  ones  that  really  win 
be  reflective  first  and  iorennos^  last  and 
always  of  Jesus  Christ  And  if  it  isn't 
then  iiiBybe  we  should  slay  home." 

Land  said  he  has  turned  down 
invitations  to  •ppssr  on  television 
programs  panelum  described  vari¬ 


ously  as  "shouting  matches"  and 
"food  fl^t"  shows. 

"{F]irstofall,theinedia'sren>onsibil- 
tty  is  to  get  it  r^t*  Land  said  m  a  com¬ 
ment  eMOfsed  by  the  other  panelists. 
"They  need  to  knew  as  much  as  they  can 
about  the  people  they  are  covering,  and 
they  need  to  do  as  good  a  job  as  they  can 
of  bebw  as  balanced  as  thty  can. 

"Balanced  journalism  is  not  getting 
the  two  most  strident  voices  on  die 
(^fiposite  ends  of  the  perspective  that 
you  mn  &id  and  have  dim  shout  at 
eadi  odier  for  15  minutes,"  he  said. 

While  journalists  have  a  responsi- 
bility  to  ^  die  news  ri^t,  evangeli¬ 
cals  nave  a  responsibility  "to  sort  of 
keep  a  dialogue  open,"  said 
Jeanmarie  Condon,  a  semmr  producer 
forABCNevrs. 

"You  know,  you  have  to  engage  us 
widi  a  litde  bit  more  reroect,  7  mink, 
just  as  you  would  like  die  media  to 
enmige''  evaimelicala,  she  said. 

Pardiall  mallenged  evaimlicals 
"to  try  to  encourage  die  media  idien 
they  do  the  right  diing  and  also  to  let 
them  know  when  we  think  they  do 
the  wrong  ddng." 

The  news  media  could  h^  by 
adding  evangdicals  to  dieir  stafn  and 
by  lineniim  to  those  who  faidifully 
represent  me  evangdical  community. 
Land  and  ParshaU  said. 

"I  do  diink  there  is  an  extreme 
dearth,  an  extreme  dearth,  in  die  dec- 
tronic  and  die  print  m^a  at  the 
natkmd  levd  of  people  idio  are  seri¬ 
ous  evangdkals,*  Land  said.  "There's 
iwt  no  question  about  dut  What  dff- 
terence  does  that  make?  Because 
human  beinm  can  never  be  com|dete- 
ly  objccdve.lt  makes  a  difference,  for 
instance,  vdiedier  you  bdieve  dim  is 
an  absolute  truth  or  jrou  don't  bdieve 
there  is  an  dMohite  truth." 


PushaU  said,  "Number  one;  get  some¬ 
body  on  retainer  on  the  networks  ^lo 
kno^  diis  stuff.  Let  him  be  your  point 
man  or  woman  on  diese  issues. 'Hey,  uhat 
does  die  Bible  say  about  X  y,  z7  What  does 
the  church  bdieve  about  X,  y,  z?' And  num¬ 
ber  two;  how  about  hirihg  more  rqpocters 
with  a  bMkxentric  worid  view?" 

Land  said  he  would  encourage  the 
news  media  not  to  invite  people  in 
who  will  teU  diem  about  evangelicals 
"but  actuaUy  have  some  evangeUcals 
in*  to  leam  about  diem. 

Condon  said  she  believes  die  duee- 
fdd  role  of  ABC  and  die  rest  of  the 
news  media  is: 

•  "lb  take  seriously  die  fact  that 
religion  is  a  mdor  mover  and  modva- 
tor  tor  peo^  all  around  die  world  and 
diat  it  needs  to  bteconsiderad  carefuUy 
in  our  coverage  almost  any  stmy. 

•  "Not  to  neat  it  like  an  andiropo- 
logical  study,  but  to  cover  it  from  die 
inside,  to  look  at  what  ideas  peiwle 
are  debating,  what  causes  conflict 
within  various  movements,  what 
people  agree  on,  .what's  bodiering 
diem,  what  people  are  talking  about 
around  their  Sunday  dinner  twle. 

•  "And  die  diiro  diing  is  to  pro¬ 
voke  discusskm." 

Condon  recalled  an  incident  dut 
happened  when  she  was  helping 
rep<m  on  the  1993  standoff  between 
the  Brandi  Davidians  and  du  FBI 
near  WiKO,  Texas. 

She  produced  a  documentary  on^‘ 
event  and  "had  a  lot  in  it  abcxit  ...idiat 
the  people  actuaBy  bdieved  inside  the 
comixiiMid.  And  some  of  my  bosses  were 
saying, 'WdL  dut  stuff's  boring.' TIm^s 
Bke  an  entire  country  west  of  die  Hudson 
River  that  know  these  BMe  passages  and 
talk  about  dwm  an  die  time  to  caoi  other 
Thty  don't  ddnk  thte  is  boring.  After  a 
iriid^  people  started  to  believe  us." 


Jeffery  Sheler,  freelance  journalist 
and  former  religion  writer  for  U.S. 
News  and  Wond  Report,  said  he 
believes  the  news  media  have 
improved  dieir  coverage  of  religion 
in  the  last  10-20  years,  but  he 
acknowledged  evangelicals  tend  to  be 
"stereotyped  much  more  frequently 
dun  a  lot  of  other  groups." 

"I'm  saying  theres  a  teaming  curve 
here,  dut  diings  are  getting  betrer,  not 
quite  fast  enough  to  siut  me,  but 
diings  are  improving"  he  said. 

Panel  moderator  Darrell  Bock,  pro¬ 
fessor  at  Dallas  Theological  Seminary, 
asked  dw  panelists  what  kind  of  role 
the  media  tuve  in  modeling  a  proper 
type  of  dialogue  for  society. 

weler  saia  he  believes  much  of  the 
coarse  dialogue  is  a  result  of  the  need 
by  cable  news  operations  to  fill  24 
hours  of  programming. 

"Of  course,"  the  media  shoqld 
model  die  ri^t  kind  of  dialogue, 
Shder  said.  "Are  they  doing  a  good 
job  of  it?  Not  very,  and  1  don't  know 
what  diey  do  about  it." 

Ridurd  Ostling,  a  paiulist,  recent¬ 
ly  retired  religion  writer  for  the 
Associated  Press  and  longtime  reli¬ 
gion  writer  for  Time  magazine, 
agreed  dut  "du  public  disomrae  is 
very  coarsened  in  our  society,"  but  he 
pointed  to  evangelist  Billy  Graham, 
not  a  news  orgaiuzation,  as  a  model. 

"Graham  Has  always  turned  away 
Wrath,"  he  sitid.  "He^s  always  had  a 
dursikig  way  of  not  responding  per¬ 
sonally  with  questions  and  attacks 
and  so  on.  His  dunning  way,  I  diink, 
of  dealing  widi  public  controversy 
and  debate  and  badc-and-forth  proba¬ 
bly  helped  the  evangelical  movement 
a  lot  and  is  very  dittrient  from  what 
passes  for  religious  and  political  dis¬ 
course  in  a  lot  of  American  life  today." 


